THE  FIRE  COURT
the Thames and the whole of the western areas would receive,
for the first time, an adequate outlet and an independent
approach from the Thames. These proposals Charles made,
completing them with a declaration that the scheduled widen-
ing from Cheapside to Fleet Street was not sufficient. In place
of forty feet it should be increased to fifty.
In his final suggestion Charles dealt with the markets. It
was at once the simplest and the most revolutionary of them
all. He urged that the stalls and the standings which had long
blocked Newgate, Cheapside, and Leadenhall Street should be
prohibited and that, in the future, the city's traditional street
markets should be abolished in favour of defined market-
places, removed from the main thoroughfares, on sites of their
own. This was a change which nobody could oppose. The
space was badly needed, and the obstruction caused by both
buyers and sellers had long been notorious. Special market
places would be easier to regulate, easier to clean, and more
convenient for all concerned. It is hard to see why the City
had not itself made such a proposal. Once made, it was accepted
without argument and faithftilly carried out. In conclusion,
the King promised his royal favour towards the rebuilding,
and appointed May, Wren and Pratt 'to be ready at all times
upon notice to confer wth the Cotee of the Citty and their
Surveyrs and to give their best advice and assistance when
ever it shall be required'.1
The City's delegation retired and, on receipt of their report,
the Common Council immediately set to work to consider its
reply. The position was hardly easy. The King's wishes could
not at any time be ignored, and during the period of recovery
his favour was more than ever necessary. But the old problem
of how to pay for improvements was still unsolved, and the
reluctance of the City to embark on further expenditure had not
diminished. Whatever the necessity of royal favour, however
wise the King's suggestions, failing a solution of that problem,
the City's attitude was bound to be cautious. That the sug-
1 P.C. Reg., 2/59, pp. 334-5$ Jor. 46, ff. 147-8.
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